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A TESTIMONIAL.&mdash;The Local Board of Health at Mar.
gate has been recently dissolved, and its functions will bE
exercised by the Town Council. Before the final act of disso.
lution was accomplished, a warm vote of thanks was accorded
to Dr. Price, the esteemed chairman, who had presided since
August, 1852; and a handsome testimonial, subscribed for by
the members, was presented by the Mayor in their name.
DEATH OF DR. WALTHER.&mdash;Dr. Johan Karl Walther,

one of the oldest members of the Leipsic University, and
Honorary Professor of Medicine in it, died on the 4th instant.
He is most generally known from a work which has a wide.
spread reputation, called "Hernia Cruralis." He was, besides,
the author of various other medical works.

ASSISTANT-SURGEONS FOR INDIA.&mdash;The Hon. East India
Company have just announced that the next examination foi
assistant-surgeons in their service will be held at the East India
House, on Monday the 12th July next, and succeeding days.
The probable number of vacancies in the medical establish-
ment to be then filled up is fifty.
A CLOSE BOROUGH.&mdash;The " Hampshire Independent’

of Saturday, the 13th instant, publishes a letter from Mr.
Edwin Hearne, full of complaints as to the management oj
the Royal South Hants Infirmary. We do not reiterate the
individual statements, but the general case made out appear!
to indicate somewhat too much of exclusiveness in the manage.
ment of the institution, and an inadequacy in the strength oj
the medical staff. If this be so, it is obvious that so narrow a
policy must in the end defeat its own object, and cannot tend
to increase the efficiency or reputation of the establishment.
FEES FOR CIRCUMCISION.&mdash;In the Court of Queen’E

Bench, on the 17th ult., a gentleman named Bravo, of the
Jewish persuasion, practising as circumcisor, brought an action
against the Eastern Counties’ Railway Company for injurief
resulting from a fall occasioned by the carriage into which he
was stepping being suddenly propelled forwards. He was
much shaken, and was prevented during the following week:
from performing the rite of circumcision-an operation whict
required considerable nicety and skill. He states that " he
made on an average from 35s. to .62 2 2s, a week. His charge
varies from half a guinea to a guinea: he took no fee from
the poor." It appeared that some fault was attributable tc
the plaintiff for attempting to enter the carriage after the train
was in motion. The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff-
damages, 40s. 

-

" OLD MORTALITY."-The Obituary column of the
Morning Post of the 30th ult., was observed by a correspon.
dent of Notes and Queries to present something very odd.
Of the 35 deaths therein recorded, with the ages given, there
were found under 60 years of age 12 persons, and of the reo
maining ages 23 :-

HEALTH OF LONDON DURING THE WEEK ENDING
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH. -The deaths registered in London,
which in the previous week were 1195, rose in the week that
ended last Saturday, to 1275. By comparing the results of the
last two weeks it will be seen that the deaths caused by zymo-
tic diseases were successively 241 and 230, the corrected ave-
rage for last week being 282 ; those caused by constitutional
diseases rose from 208 to 257, the corrected average being 255 ;
those from local diseases rose from 533 to 607, the average
being 539 ; the deaths from developmental diseases were re-
spectively 145 and 141, the average being 146 ; and violent
deaths were 45 and 25 in the two weeks, the average being
33. The mortality from phthisis rose in the two weeks from
130 to 158; convulsions from 34 to 43 ; disease of the brain
from 8 to 19 ; and disease of the heart from 39 to 53.
Bronchitis was fatal in the two weeks in 193 and 191 cases,
and pneumonia in 104 and 102. The deaths from measles
declined from 57 to 34. Hooping-cough has carried off rather
more than 50 children in each of the last five weeks. Last
week 39 deaths were referred to scarlatina, and chiefly in-
cluded under this head is an unusual number of cases in
which the disease is returned as diphtheria. " These last
amount to 15.

MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK.

MONDAY, MARCH 1......

TUESDAY, MARCH 2 ...

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3

THURSDAY, MARCH 4

FRIDAY, MARCH 5 ......

SATURDAY, MARCH 6...

ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL. &mdash; Operations,
, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-2 P.M. General Monthly
’ Meeting.
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY. - 8 P.M. Dr. B. W.

Richardson," On the Investigation of Epidemic
L Diseases by Experiment."
(Gur’s HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 p.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.&mdash;3 r.tt. Prof. Huxley, "OIa

Biology."
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. - 8 P.M.
(ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations. 1 P.M.

UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE HOSPITAL. - Operations,

2 P.M.
ROYAL ORTHOPEDIC HOSPITAL. - Operations, 2

: P.M.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.&mdash;4 P.M. 
Croonian

) Lectures. Dr. Sutherland, "On the Pathology,
) the Morbid Anatomy, and the Treatment of hl-
 sanity.
(MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 12&frac12; pm.
ST. GEORGE’s HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.

Operations, 1 P.M.LONDON HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1-i P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.&mdash;3 P.M.&mdash;Prof. Tyndall, "OB!Heat."
HABVEiAN SOCIETY.&mdash;8 P.M. Mr. Harry W. Lobb,

" On Galvanism as a Therapeutic Agent." 
"

KING’S COLLEGE MEDICAL SOCIETY. &mdash; 8 P.M.
Dr. Henry Hyde Salter, "On Asthma."UNIVERSITY COLLEGE MEDICAL SOCIETY.&mdash;8 P.3f.

I Mr. A. Y. Balmanno Squire, "On Volcanoes,
Earthquakes, Hot Springs, &c., their Causes

L and Mode of Action."
(OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS. &mdash; Opera-

I 
tions, 10 A.H.

WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. &mdash; Opera-
l tions, 1&frac12; P.M.
GBEAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL, KING’S CROSS.-

Operations, 2 P.M.ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.--4 P.M. CrooniaaLectures: Dr. Sutherland, "On the Pathology,
, the Morbid Anatomy, and the Treatment of In-
’ sanity."

WESTERN 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY OB

LONDON. - 8 P.M. Mr. Martyn, "On Cases of
Disease of the (Esophagus, one involving the

, Operation of Tracheotomy."

ROYAL 
INSTITUTION. - 8&frac12; P.M. Prof. C. Piazzi

Smyth, "Account of the Astronomical Experi-
ments on the Peak of Teneriffe in 1856, illus-

L trated by Photographs."
CCHARIN6-CBOS8 HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 12&frac12; P.M.

I ST. 
THOMAS’s HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1 P.M.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12;
P.M.

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.&mdash;3 P.M. Prof. Bloxam, " Oa

the Chemistry of the Elements which Circulate
in Nature."

GUY’S PHYSICAL SOCIETY.-7 P.M. Mr. Moxon,
" On Injuries to the Head."

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8 P.M.

To Correspondents.
THB DEATH OF DR. ROLPH.

Mr. Wiblin, Mr. Hugh Birt, A Resident (Portsmouth), Mr. Dyer, Humanitas,
and others.-It is satisfactory to observe that the melancholy case of poor
Dr. Rolph is attracting the attention and commiseration of the profession
and the public. We have received numerous letters on the subject, all of
which, whilst they express sorrow for the untimely fate of the accomplished
and amiable deceased, are strongly condemnatory of the persons who, in no
small degree, contributed by their malevolence to his end. The local papers,
to their honour, have stood up in defence of a persecuted member of our
profession, who failed to receive from some of his brethren that support and
kindness to which his talents and character entitled him. With the inquest
on Mrs. Berry so fresh in our recollection, it is scarcely necessary to republish
any part of the medical evidence then adduced. At the time, we commented
strongly on the ungenerous and unjust testimony of the medical witnesses
against Dr. Rolph. We say advisedly that such exhibitions are humiliating
in the highest degree to our profession. Medical practitioners have diffi-
culties enough to contend with, without being assailed by their own brethren
for what may appear to be an error of judgment, but which in reality is no
such thing. How is the profession to be respected by the public when
medical practitioners themselves proceed against honourable members of
their own calling, as if they were quacks and impostors !

M.R.C.S., (Nottingham.)-A surgeon can recover for medicine and attendance
in all cases of a surgical character. There can be no doubt that the cases
mentioned are surgical cases.

7F. E. C.-The claim is a legitimate one, and certainly there is no valid
ground of objection to its payment.
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CASE OF MRS. ARMSTRONG.
SOMB correspondents who have addressed UB on this case seem to take a most
erroneous view of it. Mrs. Armstrong, whether under the influence of drink
ur otherwise, was proved by unequivocal medical and other testimony to be of
unsound mind, and incapable of taking care of herself or her property. This
conclusion was arrived at from a variety of facts and circumstances which had
come under the cognizance of the medical witnesses for the Crown during a
knowledge of Mrs. Armstrong for many years. When under the influence of
drink she became dangerous, and this was added to the imbecility of her
usual state. The counsel for the defence really dared not call any medical
evidence for his client, though Drs. Munro, Taylor, Baly, and Wood had been
subp&oelig;naed for that purpose. After hearing the evidence for the Crown, it
was thought advisable not to call witnesses, but to depend upon a speech.
This was done, and though the "learned counsel" availed himself to the full
extent of what is called the "licence of the bar," and spoke for three hours,
it had its proper effect upon the jury&mdash;the return of a verdict for the Crown.
The summing-up of Lord Campbell was most able and impartial, and in a, ,

few words he scattered to the winds the empty declamation of the learned
gentleman for the defence. He justly regarded the medical evidence for the
Crown as "grave, important, and highly creditable to the gentlemen who
gave it." "Three of these gentlemen," said his Lordship, "are of great
eminence in their profession; two of them of high authority on the ques-
tion of lunacy, Dr. Conolly and Dr. Forbes Winslow; the other gentlemen, if
not so eminent, are of equal respectability." Fortunately for Mrs. Arm-
strong, the jury supported the Crown. It would, indeed, have been a great
misfortune for the unfortunate lady had the result been otherwise. With

reference to the views advanced by Dr. Wood in the last number of THE
LANCET, respecting Mrs. Armstrong, we may observe that Mr. Wakley has
for many years past, in his summing-up at Coroners’ Inquests, inculcated the 
doctrine, that insanity often precedes the drunkenness, which indeed is the
result of the insane condition. This was, no doubt, the fact in Mrs. Arm-
strong’s case.

A Dispenser.&mdash;1. No, it is not dangerous.-2. Yes, but avoid advertising
quacks.

ERGOT OF RYE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In your impression of the 2nd ultimo there is a quotation from the
letter of an "Euquirer," touching the action of the ergot of rye. For the last
twenty years I have had considerable experience in the use of that potent
aj,gent. In the early part of my practice I was frequently led, from the sup-
posed inertness of the ergot, to relinquish its use in toto; for I found, even
under the most favourable condition of the parturient organs for its use, that
I was often disappointed in the result. On communicating this circumstance
to the late Mr. Blundell, surgeon, of Southport, he kindly promised to furnish
me with some ergot collected from the rye-fields in his locality. This I tried,
and to my great surprise it acted most successfully. This event naturally ex-
cited an inquiry-why the ergot which I had from time to time obtained from
a respectable wholesale drug house in London failed to excite uterine contrac-
tions. While pondering this matter over, "Wardleworth on the Ergot of Rye"
was put into my hand by a medical friend, when I found in this excellent little
monograph a reason which, to my mind, set the question at rest; for at p. 17
the author observes-" If an infusion of the powdered ergot be made, and kept
covered for a few seconds, on removing the cover should the infusion have
assumed a deep pink colour, and the whole of the ergot have settled to the
bottom of the vessel, its powers as a parturifacient may then be depended upon;
but should the infusion appear milky and mucilaginous, with portions of the
.ergot floating upon the surface-if, under such circumstances as these, the ergot
be administered, its effects are seldom or ever produced." On the first oppor-
tunity I put this test to practice. From that time (now fifteen years ago) to
the present the ergot has fully realized my most sanguine expectations. There-
fore I would suggest to "Enquirer" to commence de novo by subjecting every
dose of ergot to 

" Wardleworth’s test" ere he administers it to his parturient
patient. When he next addresses you, Mr. Editor, on the ergot, should he
.adopt the above practice, it will be in confirmation of what I have stated, and
not to question its uterine powers. I am, Sir, yours obediently,

February, 1858. SCRUTATOR.

A Student, (University, Edinburgh.)-The authorities of Apothecaries’ Hall do
not require an absolute indenture of apprenticeship from a candidate in-
tending to pass his examination at that institution. If he can produce a
certificate or certificates from one or more persons, proving that he has
served for five years "in the manner of an apprentice," he will be admitted
to examination.

Mr. M. D. TIwmPson’a communication shall be noticed next week.
X.&mdash;We fear that the statement made to Mr. George Carner is but too true.
The alteration does not apply to the Medical Witnesses Act. Our earliest
attention shall be directed to the subject.

Mr. W. H. Moor.&mdash;The cases shall be inserted if forwarded to us.
Clericus.&mdash;The papers speak for themselves.
The College of Surgeona.-We have authority for stating that no alteration has

at present taken place in the College regulations relative to the usual exa-
amination.

LIFE ASSURANCE OFFICES AND THE PROFESSION.
DR. HEARNE presents his compliments to the Editor of THE LANCET, and

begs to remind him that the non-paying life offices rarely give the medical
attendant the opportunity of diverting the proposal to such as transact their
business honourably and safely ; for no sooner do the former ascertain that
their almost puerile entreaties have failed to obtain their ends (the gaining of
information without pay), than they rush into the most reckless transactions,
and at once issue policies without the aid of the information which they had
previously described, when seeking it, as of the most important character.
By this system, as known to most medical men, are unhealthy lives con-

stantly getting insured, from which great and frequent losses accrue to th!
companies&mdash;an evil that must soon effect its own cure.
An occasional reminder, by giving a column of THE LANCET simply for thE

naming of reckless and mean offices, would greatly diminish the grievance, anc
prove a protection to the public.
Southampton February 1858

A Subscriber, (Stilton.)-In cases of sudden death the rule to be observed is as
follows:-The first qualified practitioner ealled in should be summoned by
the coroner to give evidence at the inquest. If the practitioner be not qna.
lified, then the usual medical attendant of the deceased person should be
called upon to give evidence. Our correspondent will see that the whole
question turns upon the qualification of the first medical practitioner called
in. "A Subscriber," if his assistant has no qualification, has therefore sus-
tained no injury. It is only due to " A Subscriber" to say that he appears to
have acted altogether with a just regard to the honour and respectability of
the. profession.

Dr. J. P., (Lincoln.)-The licence of the College of Physicians does not confer
the title of M.D. upon its possessor. The Doctorship of Medicine is only
conferrable by an University having the power to grant medical degrees.

Gymro.&mdash;Application should be made to Mr. Stevens, 10, Gower-street Northt
New-road.

MEDICAL AGENTS AND DBATH VACANCIES.
To the Editor qf THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I enclose for publication a letter addressed to a friend of mine, who is
desirous of purchasing a practice. Its contents afford a lamentable instance
of the disgustingly cruel conduct to which some of the medical agents have
recourse when they think they have an opportunity to fleece the poor widows
and orphans of the members of our profession. I may add that no application
was made to the man in question. I simply sent an advertisement to half-a- 
dozen papers. The poor widow’s only means of support will be what she may
receive from the sale of her house and furniture. I am not at liberty to give
you permission to publish the agent’s name, or that of my friend.

Yours obediently,
Southampton, Feb. 1858. JOHN WxaLrx, F.R.C.S.
"Dear Sir,-From a knowledge of the locality, we have placed on our

books what we consider a very eligible death vacancy. If you take it, we
shall expect a fee of ten guineas for the information to you and withholding it
from others; if you do not, pray let us know at once, that we may communi-
cate with some one else.
" Dr. Rolph, of High-street, Portsmouth, died suddenly, as perhaps you are

aware, on Wednesday; but you probably do not know that he was a Roman
Catholic; that, apart from this fact, there is no one within the walls who can
take his place; and that the executors are offering the practice for sale at a
price which will preclude the possibility of their obtaining a purchaser. He
was making about &pound;700 a year, and we believe that any gentlemanly, well-
qualified stranger, settling at once within a few doors of the deceased’s
residence, would secure at least one-half of his patients. There is, besides, a
hiatus not yet filled up at Southsea, about half-a-mile distant, by the late
death of Dr. Scott. Altogether the opportunity is a remarkable one. We
now write in haste, but are able, and shall be most happy, to answer any
questions whatever which you may wish to put respecting the late incumbent,
the neighbourhood, or the professional status of the opposition. Begging the
favour of an immediate reply, Yours faithfully,
"-----, Esq., F.R.C.S. "-- "

*** Wlioever the parties may be who are implicated in the above disgraceful
transaction, their names should be made public.-SuB-ED. L.

A Patient.-There is a "private institution for the reception of invalids de-
siring the advice of London physicians, or for permanent cases," at M,
Queen-square, Bloomsbury.

The Dental Dispensary is situate at 44, Clarence-gardens, Regent’s-park.
An Inquirer.-Mr. Ernest Hart, 12, Upper Berkeley-street West, Hyde-park.

square.
E. B.-It is entirely a matter of arrangement between the parties.
Mr. Curling’s second 

" Contribution to the Pathology of the Rectum," and
Mr. T. Wakley’s third paper on the " Tubnlar Treatment of Strictures of
the Urethra," are in type, and will appear next week.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from - Mr. Solly;
Mr. Partridge; Mr. Ranald Martin; Mr. Barwell; Dr. Knox; Dr. Hassall;
Dr. Graily Hewitt; Mr. Langston Parker, Birmingham; Mr. Wiblin, South-
ampton ; Dr. Black, Islington; Dr. Inman, Liverpool, (with enclosure;)
Dr. Laurence; Mr. Charles Worden, Birmingham; Mr. M. D. Thompson;
Mr. James Mackintosh, Southwark; Dr. George S. Morris, Guisboro’ York-
sliire; Dr. John Chorry, Lincoln; Mr. W. Eden Cass, Goole, Yorkshire;
Mr. Gordelier; Mr. Hayes; Mr. J. Reed, Eltham; Dr. Wm. Webb, Wirks-
worth, Derbyshire; Mr. Denman; Mr. Colgate; Mr. Bradley, Martley;
Dr. Hearne, Southampton, (with enclosure;) Mr. Henderson, Glasgow,
(with enclosure;) Mr. Scaith, Leeds; Mr. Davies, Birmingham; Mr. Lyon,
Sheffield, (with enclosure;) Dr. King, Brighton; Dr. Nevins, Liverpool,
(with enclosure;) Mr. Glencross, Johnstown, (with enclosure;) Mr. Smith,
Etruria; Mr. Taylor; Mr. Lister, Littleborongh; Mr. Roberts, Holywell,
(with enclosure;) Mr. Bennett, New Radnor, (with enclosure;) Dr. Taylor,
Walton Lodge, Liverpool, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Godfrey, Oxford, (with en-
closure;) lYir, Smith, Wolverhampton; Mr. Fergusson, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
(with enclosure;) Mr. Wycherley, Wolverhampton; Messrs. Tuckers, Bath;
Mr. Mitchell, Wirksworth; Mr. Hillyard, Heekington ; Mr. Ellis, Gainford;
Mr. Hughes, Corwen; Mr. Dowell, Henderwell, (with enclosure ;) Mr.
Scarth, Leeds; Mr. Skidmore, Ashover; Mr. Bennett, Birmingham, (with
enclosure;) Dr. Simpson, Portsmouth; Mr. Debenham; Mr. M’Donald,

. Holbeaeh; Mr. Kenworthy, Ashton; Dr. Mackinder, Gainsborough, (with
, enclosure;) Mr. Sloper, Aberdare; Mr. Cooper, Cromer; Mr. Clements,

Southwark, (with enelosure;) Mr. Hugh Birt; Mr. Dyer; Mr. W. H. Moor;
Dr. J. P., Lincoln; M. A., (with enclosure ;) G. R.; A Possessor of one of
Paraffin’s Lamps; J. R. T., (with extract from Datly News;) Anti-Quack;
Chirurgus; Anonymous ; M.R.C.S. ; A Dispenser; Cymro; A Student,
Edinburgh ; T. N. B. ; The Royal Institution; The Author of the work on
the " Greatest of our Social Evils;" A Member of the Athena’um; W. E. C;
A Subscriber, Stilton ; A Resident, Portsmouth; Humanitas; A Patient;
Clericus; X.; An Inquirer; E. B. ; A Stranger in London; &c. &c.

The Worcestershire Chronicle has been received.


